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TO: The Honorable Representative Joy A. San Buenaventura, Chair 
 House Committee on Human Services & Homelessness 
 
 The Honorable Representative Gregg Takayama, Chair 
 House Committee on Public Safety, Veterans, & Military Affairs 

 
FROM: Pankaj Bhanot, Director 

SUBJECT: SB 2345 SD1 – RELATING TO CHILDREN AND FAMILY OF INCARCERATED 
INDIVIDUALS 

 
Hearing: March 13, 2020, 9:45 a.m. 

Conference Room 329, State Capitol 
 

DEPARTMENT’S POSITION: The Department of Human Services (DHS) supports this 

Keiki Caucus measure and provides comments. 

PURPOSE:  Requires the Department of Human Services to work with the 

Department of Public Safety to establish a pilot visitation and family resource center at 

Waiawa correctional facility.  Makes an appropriation.  Effective 7/1/2050.  (SD1) 

The Senate Committee on Ways and Means changed the appropriation to an 

unspecified amount, defected the effective date, and made technical amendments. 

House Committees on Human Services & Homelessness and Public Safety, Veterans, 

& Military Affairs, made similar amendments to the House companion measure HB 2111. 

Improving contacts and relationships between children and families with their 

incarcerated parents at the Waiawa facility will benefit multiple generations.  These are first 

steps to improve the child's and family's overall well-being, as well as the incarcerated 
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individual's return to society. 

Here is a link to the HCR 205/SCR 7 (2019) Report to the Legislature: 

https://humanservices.hawaii.gov/wp-content/uploads/2020/01/Visiting-Centers-at-all-State- 

Correctional-Facilities.pdf. The work group participants worked collaboratively over the 

summer to address this long standing and important social issue. 

DHS is committed to a multigenerational approach to end poverty in Hawaii, and it is 

well known that growing up with an incarcerated parent is an adverse early childhood 

experience that has long lasting impact on children into adulthood.  DHS will work with 

family members, community stakeholders, members and staff of the Legislature, the Office 

of Youth Services (OYS), the Department of Public Safety, the Office of Hawaiian Affairs, and 

other interested parties to address root causes and to reduce the impact of incarceration on 

Hawaii's children and families, especially native Hawaiian families who are overrepresented 

in the criminal justice system. 

OYS recently submitted a proposal to the federal Office of Juvenile Justice and 

Delinquency Prevention, under The Second Chance Act Addressing the Needs of Incarcerated 

Parents and Their Minor Children.  The grant proposal, like this measure, aims to reduce the 

impact of incarceration on children by enhancing available programs and services. 

It will take sustained investment by the Legislature to support this ongoing work to 

build a comprehensive and successful evidence-based approach to support families involved 

and impacted by the justice system.  

Thank you for the opportunity to testify on this measure. 
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enable more efficient establishment and monitoring of the program and greater ease 

in making adjustments to increase successful outcomes.  The lessons learned can  

then be applied to developing Visitation and Family Resource Centers at other 

correctional facilities. 

Thank you for the opportunity to present this testimony.  
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RELATING TO CHILDREN AND FAMILY OF INCARCERATED PARENTS 
House Committee on Human Services & Homelessness 

House Committee on Public Safety, Veterans, & Military Affairs 
 

March 13, 2020              9:45 a.m.           Room 329 
  

The Office of Hawaiian Affairs (OHA) offers the following COMMENTS on SB2345 
SD1, which would establish a pilot visitation and family resource center at the Waiawa 
Correctional Facility.  

 
Addressing the unique needs of children with incarcerated parents is of particular 

concern to the Native Hawaiian community.  Recently published data indicate that Native 
Hawaiians comprise 37 percent of the adult incarcerated population, while they account 
for just 18 percent of the general population.1  Other OHA research has further 
demonstrated that Native Hawaiians are more likely to have children in their households 
than other state households.2  Accordingly, given the dispropotionate number of Native 
Hawaiians in the prison system, and the high likelihood that they may have children, there 
may be a significant number of Native Hawaiian children being immensely and negatively 
impacted by the incarceration of their parents. 

 
OHA notes that a growing body of national research demonstrates that children 

whose parents are incarcerated may experience great trauma as a result of their parents’ 
incarceration.  For example, such children may struggle with challenges including 
separation from their families, displacement from their homes, social stigmas, emotional 
isolation, and a lack of financial and other resources.  Consequently, children with 
incarcerated parents often suffer from emotional distress, developmental challenges, poor 
academic performance, aggressive behavior, and truancy.  These children are three times 
more likely to suffer from depression or behavioral problems and twice as likely to suffer 
from learning disabilities and anxiety than the average American child.3  Moreover, in the 
long-term, these children may also be much more likely to enter the criminal justice 
system themselves.  

 

 
1 HCR 85 TASK FORCE, SUMMARY & KEY RECOMMENDATIONS 2 (2019), available at 
https://19of32x2yl33s8o4xza0gf14-wpengine.netdna-ssl.com/wp-content/uploads/HCR85-web.pdf. 
2 THE OFFICE OF HAWAIIAN AFFAIRS DATA BOOK, Native Hawaiian Housing Data Table 2.05 (2019), 
http://www.ohadatabook.com/go_newtables.19.html. 
3 Kristin Turney, Stress Proliferation Across Generations? Examining the Relationship Between Parental 
Incarceration and Childhood Health, 55 JOURNAL OF HEALTH AND SOC. BEHAVIOR 302 (2014). 
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A visitation center that facilitates contact visits may be one means of mitigating the 
trauma felt by children with incarcerated parents, and reducing the harms of our criminal 
justice system on the Native Hawaiian community.  Friendly and safe contact visits could 
provide comfort to children, by allowing them to see that their parents are safe and 
healthy while in prison.4  Parents and children spending time together in a welcoming and 
family-focused visitation center can also help mitigate children’s feelings of abandonment 
and anxiety, while enabling them to strengthen or establish new bonds, and repair 
strained relationships.  Notably, the maintenance of a parent-child relationship as 
facilitated by a visitation center can also contribute to the emotional stability of the 
incarcerated parent, contributing to their eventual rehabilitation.  
 

 Accordingly, since Native Hawaiians make up the largest percentage of the state 
prison population, the establishment of a pilot visitation and family resource center would 
serve to constructively address the harmful and long-term effects of disproportionate 
pa‘ahao incarceration on Native Hawaiian children, families, and the Native Hawaiian 
community as a whole.  
 

Mahalo piha for the opportunity to testify on this measure. 

 
4 THE EFFECTS OF PRISON VISITATION ON OFFENDER RECIDIVISM 1-2 https://mn.gov/doc/assets/11-
11MNPrisonVisitationStudy_tcm1089-272781.pdf; Melinda Tasca et al., Families Coming Together in 
Prison: An Examination of Visitation Encounters, PUNISHMENT AND SOCIETY (2016). 
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Third, it will reduce the rate of recidivism by former inmates who have been given the 

opportunity to maintain bonds with their children and families. National studies have shown that 

recidivism rates of former inmates are reduced if they were able to maintain continuous 

communication with their children and families during the period of incarceration.  

 

Passage of the bill will provide Waiawa Correctional Facility with funds to improve its visitation 

spaces to make them friendly and allow for more bonding activities between inmates and their 

children. It will also provide funding to establish a family resource component during visitation where 

social service professionals can provide families with information and referral, resource linkage 

services, guidance and counseling. These visits with the families can also extend to home 

visitation and wrap around services that will help the families address risk factors in the home 

such as, very low incomes, unstable housing, substance and alcohol abuse, physical and mental 

disorders, among others. These services will also play a large part in preparing the families for 

the eventual return home of their incarcerated loved ones. 

 

From time to time, the resource component at visitation may also be staffed with kupuna and 

Hawaiian cultural practitioners who could provide Native Hawaiian families with more relevant 

cultural counseling and problem-solving practices. 

 

Other States have funded similar initiatives. The State of Maryland already does this with a 

program called, "Reentry Mediation." California has successfully operated visitation centers like 

those being proposed by the bill for over thirty years. These centers are operated by a non-profit, 

social service organization called, Friends Outside.  

 

Mahalo for allowing us to share this testimony with the Committees.    
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Comments:  

Incarcerated parents, whoes lives have changed because of it, have good to offer their 
children. And, children need to see, hug and hear their parents.   
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I support SB2345.  Please pass.  Thank you. 
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disproportionate numbers of our Native community incarcerated, a resource center staffed with cultural 

practitioners and social workers would provide Native Hawaiian families with access to more resonant 

models of cultural healing.  

 

Community social workers would allow community-based social services to develop comprehensive 

interventions and wrap-around services for families of incarcerated individuals. Being staffed with 

community social workers would serve to bridge the gap between services in the facility and services in 

the community. Families would have the opportunity to be assessed and connected with relevant 

resources to help families cope with the loss of a parent to incarceration, the loss of income, and the loss 

of stability in the family.  

 

SB2345 SD 1would allow families to receive education on productive and healthy means of 

communication during in-person and phone visitation. National data shows that incarcerated individuals 

who maintain regular contact with their children and families are less likely to recidivate when they 

reenter society.  

 

The event of visitation day is often stressful for a family. Therefore having a family-friendly visitation 

center would familiarize families with prison rules and practices to alleviate some stresses and encourage 

more frequent visitation.  

 

SB2345 SD 1 would also create more conducive visitation conditions for families with minor children so 

as not to compound trauma already experienced as a result of the incarcerated parent's environment.  

 

However, I do disagree with the amendment and removal of the appropriation. The approriation 

would provide Waiawa Correctional Facility with funds to improve its visitation spaces to make them 

friendly and allow for more bonding activities between inmates and their children. We are proposing 

that $150,000 be appropriated to the Department of Public Safety to allow it to make these 

improvements. 

 

We are also proposing that another $150,000 be appropriated to the Department of Human 

Services for the purpose of establishing a family resource component during visitation where social 

service professionals can provide families with information and referral, resource linkage services, 

guidance, and counseling. These visits with the families can also extend to home visitation and wrap-

around services that will help the families address risk factors in the home such as, very low incomes, 

unstable housing, substance and alcohol abuse, physical and mental disorders, among others. These 

services will also play a large part in preparing the families for the eventual return home of their 

incarcerated loved ones. 

 

I strongly support SB2345 SD 1 with the addition of an added appropriation. Mahalo for allowing me to 

share this testimony with the committee. 

 



nakamura1
Late



https://www.prisonpolicy.org/reports/prisonvisits.html
nakamura1
Late



SB-2345-SD-1 
Submitted on: 3/12/2020 5:49:06 PM 
Testimony for HSH on 3/13/2020 9:45:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization 
Testifier 
Position 

Present at 
Hearing 

colleen Individual Support No 

 
 
Comments:  

nakamura1
Late


	SB-2345-SD-1_Pankaj Bhanot
	SB-2345-SD-1_Nolan P Espinda

